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COLLECT THE CLASSICS 

Re-issues of early Marvel/Planet pins. Stamped Re-issue. 56.95 


STAN [the man) Lee signed pin set 

Spider-Man's 30th Anniversary Pin Set II. These beautiful, 
boxed, three pin collections feature two new, exclusive 
Spidey pins and a solid silver Spidey tracer pin. Limited to 
just 1500 sets, each one is singed by the Master of Marvel, 
Stan Lee. The perfect companion to the John Romita Sr. 
signed set I. 529.95 









It's now our first book in our second year. For all of you 
who own a copy of Wizard #1, I’d like you to take it and 
compare it to our newest issue. I know it’s tough. It’s been 
about 8 months since the last time I did this. I’m sure you’ve 
noticed our transformation. I just want to let you know how 
devoted we are to not just sitting back and coasting; we will 
always be striving to improve our performance in all aspects 
of Wizard-editorially and graphically. We are constantly 
pushing the edge of technology within the publishing world. 

This month especially, I hope it is evident how much we 
are striving to please our readers and gain many new ones. 

This has been a big convention summer for us, and I 
want to say how much I’ve enjoyed meeting every one of 
you. I would especially like to thank Diamond Comic 
Distributors for choosing us (based on their retailers) for the 
New Publisher of the Year award (1991). This means a lot to 
us; it gives us the will to continue just knowing how much 
you’re all there pulling for us. 

We have a ton of new promotions and giveaways coming 
up that will really whet your apetite, including the 
opportunity to win a trip for two, expenses paid, to sunny 
San Diego for a day at Homage Studio with Jim Lee, Marc 
Silvestri and Whilce Portacio. 

Be sure to check out our Special Edition this month. I 
promise it will blow you away. 

Later, 



Gareb S. Shamus 
“The Big Cheese” 
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Atomic Comics is Arizona's 
comic store supreme, with 
over a million comics in stock. 
We specilize in the needs of 
the serious collector, so if you're 
looking for silver age or today's 
hot new titles, our expert and 
friendly staff are ready to 
assist you. We also buy and 
trade; send us your want lists. 
We ship anywhere! 


Atomic is also much more 
than just comics. There's a full 
range of collector's supplies, 
posters, t-shirts, japanimation, 
portfolios, and original art. 

We have the most extensive 
gaming selection in the Phoenix 


IRSiW 




1318 W. Southern Ave. Suite 9 
Mesa, Az. 85202 602-649-0807 











iH n early June 1 interviewed per¬ 


haps one of the greatest painters the 
comics medium has ever known. 

My first memories of this brilliant 
artist stem from the covers oiRam¬ 
paging Hulk magazine when I was 
no more than nine years old. Years 
later, 1 was able to meet the “muscle¬ 
man” painter only to find that he is 
a muscle-man himself. Standing 
six-foot three and sporting the Arnold 
Scwartzenegger build, artist Joe Jusko shook my hand 
after a significantly shorter and smaller Howard 
Chaykin introduced us. After speaking with him 
on the phone recently, I realized the influence 
bodybuilding has had upon this man, his career, 
and his art is to say the least— Great. 


by Robert V. Conte 
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How would 
your favor¬ 
ite super 
hero look in 
the flesh? 
doe Jusko’s 
life like 
paintings 
should 
answer that. 
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Free Marvel Masterpiece Psylocke™ and Erik 
Larsen Savage Dragon™ trading cards! 

Joe Jusko Reveals All! 

The Spirit of Vengeance Rides Again! 


WIZARD SPECIAL EDITION (COMIC-CON 92 

Two Free Trading Cards! 
pie Gatefold Image Press Cover! 

In Depth Interview With Marvel Legend Sian Lee! 

Articles on Comicdom's Companies and Artists! 
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was in the 70s and that DC was in the late '60s and 
early 70s, so that’s where most of my inspiration 
comes from. 


Don Daley with the color copies, and he showed 
him the painting. He showed it to ( Ghost Rider 
editor) Bobbie Chase and she bought the piece on 



WIZARD: There’s a great story behind your first 
published piece (Ghost Rider #18 cover). 

NELSON: Through Gene Colan 1 had gotten an 
interview with Terry Cavanaugh, who showed me 
around to a few different editors. The I was 
showing my work to Don Daley (Punisher editor) 
and he really liked a Robocop piece I did. So he 
asked me to bring him some color copies of it I 
figured I had a great excuse to go back to the offices 
again, figuring I would try to use the visit to my 
advantage. In the following two days 1 banged out 
the cover to Ghost Rider #18. So I went back to 


shelf format 

Punisher G-Force that I did, 
that was released in February. I also did all three 
covers for Dark Horse’s Robocop 3 miniseries. That 
was originally supposed to be released in February, 

I think. I guess they’re waiting until the movie 
comes out to release the comics. I’ve also done the 
cover to the Wizard you now hold in your hands, of 
course. I also did a cover for an independent comic 
that’s coming out; the comic is called Motorbike 
Puppies. As far as pencil and ink jobs go, I did a 
six-page story for Marvel. It was for a custom 


SUPER SKRULL ™ 4 © 1992 Mai 
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of intense continuity connections used, for exam¬ 
ple, on DC’s four Superman titles. “I don't want 
the two books to turn into a bi-weekly, 1 don't 
want to start a story in one book and finish it in 
the other," he argues. “The books will take two 
different storylines, two different directions, that 
will come together occasionally, when we do 
crossovers. The continuities will be somewhat 
linked, but the stories will take different direc¬ 
tions. From a writer’s standpoint, to keep my 
sanity, it has to be that way. I don't think I’d do 
the books if they each couldn’t have a distinctive 


direction. There’s only so much Ghost Rider stuff 
I can do, which is why I dropped the Marvel 
Comics Presents feature. I don’t want to shoot all 
my storylines in a year or two; I've seen that hap- 


old flame (no pun intended), he has two children, 
his life is going great. After his appearances in 
Ghost Rider, he attempts to separate himself 
from the supernatural. “But he learns that that is 
pretty much impossible for him,” Mackie explains. 
"There’s something about Blaze that attracts 
things of a supernatural nature—both good and 
bad. Hence, many members of the carnival troupe 
have some sort of supernatural link, something he 
learns from a character named Clara Menninger, 
who is a psychic.” 


njfe closely that—and 

there are obvious sales reasons for having Ghost 
Rider appear in the book—it seemed natural to 
put them together. Once I accepted that, it 
seemed to me a vehicle to take Ghost Rider out of 
the Brooklyn cemetery scene I had been using for 
the most part.” 

Although Ghost Rider and Spirits of 
Vengeance will have a "linked" continuity, 
according to Mackie, he wants to avoid the kind 


. ' n his Ghost Rider appearances, 

Blaze has been established as the 
■ v owner of the Quentin Carnival, ha 
built it up to the point where it’s a small cir 
, really. He’s happily married to Roxanne, hi 
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The first storyline i n Spirits of Vengeance, 
which is tied to the Rise of the Midnight Sons 
plot running in several Marvel titles this summer, 
brings Blaze to the realization that, just by being 
around his family, he pg^s them in danger. He 
chooses to separate hin\self from them, initially 
by leaving the carnival. “The carnies don’t want 
him to do that—they all.feel a great loyalty to 
Blaze, they want to stick It out with him,” Mackie 
goes on. "Instead, Blaze sends Roxanne and the 
two children away. As a father, the worst thing I 
can imagine is being separated from my wife and 
kids; that’s what’s happened to Blaze. Because of 
something within himself—over which he has no 
control—the only way he can protect his family 
is to remove them from him.” 

Blaze’s “attraction” for the supernatural will 
bring him and Ghost Rider into contact with a 
number of supernatural beings, a prospect that 
does not please Blaze. “He's not a demonkiller (I 


don't like the sound of that), but he has a shot¬ 
gun that shoots hellfire, and he has no problem 
using it against inhuman beings," Mackie notes. 


'7 ince developing and beginning 
scripting on Ghost Rider, Mackie 
7 has left his editorial position at 
1 for the life of a freelancer. It’s a choice h 


was a year or so ago, even though I have a lot 
more writing assignments now. It’s a much bet¬ 
ter life. I have nothing against working as an edi¬ 
tor, but it’s a real high pressure job. This way, I 
can spend more time with my family and focus 
on the writing. It’s a lot of fun; I get to do what 
I’ve always wanted to do." 

Unlike several other high-profile titles of 
recent vintage, Ghost Rider seems to be primarily 

the several artistic shifts in the book’s short his¬ 



tory, it could be said that Mackie is the driving 
force on the title. What are his thoughts on the 
ongoing discussion of the relative contribution of 
art and story to comics? 

“I disagree with almost everybody who has 
said anything about the whole writer vs. artist 
thing," he laughs. ”1 feel everybody is digging 
trenches and drawing battle lines: ‘The writer is 
more important; ‘no the artist is more impor¬ 
tant.’ I think they’re all missing the feet that it is 
a collaboration. 

‘To say that I’m the driving force behind 
Ghost Rider is very complimentary, but I don’t 
know that I agree. I think the driving force 
behind Ghost Rider is the character—it’s a very 
popular character,” he continues, “we’ve survived 
several artistic changes on the book, although 
I’ve been fortunate enough to stay on the book. 
And every artist I’ve worked with has been very 
good. I’ve just been working with, in my opinion, 
two of the best artists in the industry on Ghost 
Rider; I just did a run with Andy Hubert and on 
Spirits of Vengeance, I’m working with Adam 
Hubert. For my money, you can’t find a better 
pair of artists. I’m working with Lee Weeks on a 
Ghost Rider special scheduled for Halloween, I’ve 
worked with John Romita, Jr., and Bret Blevins 


“These guys are all very level-headed. I’ve not 
run into this problem with any of the artists I’ve 
been working with. That’s the important phrase: I 
work with artists. I don’t feel, as some writers do, 
that my words are law; they're not written in 
stone. I do a lot of talking with the artists that I 
work with and it is a collaboration. For a book to 
work, it has to be a collaboration of the writer, 
the artist and the character." 


“ Vtf, ui how does that collaboration 

.SSL work? To Mackie, where does the 

n7 T-rr-” inspiration spring from? “When I 
read some of the stuff that’s been in print—from 
writers and artists—I’m surprised. It’s a visual 
medium—I’m not going to say the artist isn’t 
important. For myself as a writer, if the art isn’t 
there, it’s hard to come up with a good plot or 
script. Working with a good artist whose style I 
know, I can visualize what I think they will draw. 
That lets the story play itself out in my head in 
their style. 

“There have been a lot of strong opinions 
thrown around about all this...and I don’t think 
it’s that cut-and-dried," he sums up. “If it comes 
to a point where the artist wants control or the 
writer, it’s time for the team to go their separate 





Welcome to a newly expanded Hollywood 
Heroes column! From here on, each and 
every column will not only feature special 
previews of upcoming shows or films like 
Batman Returns, X-Men, or Human Target, 
but they’ll also feature a comprehensive 
news column! 

Each month, we’ll keep you up-to-date on 
the hottest TV and film news, as it relates to 
science fiction, horror, and animation! You’ll find out lots of news 
here before it’s printed anywhere else, plus you’ll continue to get 
in-depth coverage of major subjects. 



the world of comics, 



















































Fridays at 9 pm this Fall. 

CAV Fox’s cartoon line-up is a great one for 
■ kids and adults, and several surprises are 

in store for comic fans. Weekdays, the schedule will 
include: 

7:30 am— 1 Merrie Melodies, re-running the Bugs 
Bunny and Friends cartoons of yesteryear: 8:00 am — 
Alvin & The Chipmunks (returns); 3:00 pm — Tom & 
Jerry Kids Show (returns); 3:30 pm —Beetlejuice 
(returns); 4:00 pm — Tiny Toons Adventures (returns); 
4:30 pm — Batman: The Animated Series, from Warner. 
See our feature last issue for more on this, as well as our 
San Diego Con Special! 

By the way, here’s some additions to last month's fea¬ 
ture on Batman: The Animated Series. The Joker will be 
vocalized by Mark Hamill (the Trickster on Flash), not 
Tim Curry. Rha’s A1 Ghul will be played by David 
Warner, Batgirl by Melissa Gilbert, and Alfred by Efrem 
Zimbalist, Jr. 

Saturdays will have an almost entirely new schedule. 
The shows premiering on September 5th (Pacific Time 
noted) include: 

7:00 am — Tom & Jerry Kids Show (returning); 7:30 
am — Eek the Cat, from animator and director “Savage” 
Steve Holland.; 8:00 am —Bobby's World (returning) 
with Howie Mandel; 8:30 am — Taz-Mania (returning) 


"T& 


ABC has taken a while to puf The Human Target on 
the air. but when It premieres this summer, fans will 
get a high-tech hero straight from the pages of DC 
Comics. Ihe Human Target is produced by Pet Fly's 
Danny Bilson and Paul DeMeo. the hot team that brought 
us the thrilling adventures of The Flash! 

Rick Springfield plays Christopher Chance, a Vietnam veteran who has become a private 
investigator and bodyguard. Now. for 10% of his client's annual income, he'll literally take the 
client's place and protect his life. Chance Is aided by Philo Marsden (played by Kirk Battz). an 
eccentric computer genius who designs high-tech masks for Chance to Impersonate his clients 
with. Jeff Carlyle (SdMt Chester) Is the pilot for Chance's mobile base of operations, the 
Blackwing (designed by comics veteran Mike Kaluta). The lovely Lilly Page (Slgny Coleman) Is 
an ex-CIA agent who helps coordinate Chance's missions. 

Besides the wonders of the Blackwing. Chance uses two gadgets to help him. The * Extruder ' 
is the mask-making device run by Philo, which " extrudes ’ an exact facial replica of anyone, and 
the "Omnlcator" is a holographic communications device that also functions as a computerI 
Pet Fly has completed seven episodes of the series, having reshot footage In the pilot episode, 
produced In 1990, That pilot featured different actors in the roles of Jeff (now Clarence Clemons 
of Ihe '£' Street Band) and Libby (Frances Fisher), who were both unavailable when the other 
six episodes were ready to shoot in 1991. 

ABC has severely handicapped The Human Target by putting it on the worst time slot of the week. 
Saturday at 10 pm, up against the Summer Olympics i Fans are urged to watch the enjoyable 
espionage show now, because it will likely never be back on the air. In our San Diego Con 
Special, we’ll have another closer look at The Human Target! 


Set yew Oi* 


with new episodes; 9:00 am — Tiny Toons Adventures 
from Amblin with 13 new episodes.; 9:30 am — Dog 
City, a live-action and animated series produced by Jim 
Henson and Nelvana Entertainment. It has nothing to do 
with Nelvana’s Family Dog for CBS. It follows the adven¬ 
tures of canine detective Ace Hart, who is animated by 
muppet Eliot Shag, a dog animator; 10:30 am — DIC’s 
Super Dave will be another live-action and animated 
series, featuring the stunts of cable star Super Dave 
Osborn in between cartoon segments. 

10:00 am — X-Men, 13 episodes from Saban 
Entertainment and Marvel. These episodes will be serial, 
with each one continuing into the next The main X-Men 
team will be Wolverine, Cyclops, Gambit, Storm, Rogue, 
and Jubilee. A secondary team of background players will 
be Beast, Professor X, Jean Grey, and Archangel. What 
about the villains? Facing down our heroes will be the 
Sentinels, Magneto, Juggernaut, the Morlocks, Nimrod, 
Apocalypse, the Brotherhood of Evil Mutants (Blob, Pyro, 
and Avalanche), and even Sabertooth! 
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news next month, and in our San Diego Con Special. 

Fox has several other series on the development 
boards, including Animaniacs, another Spielberg prop¬ 
erty for Fall 1993. Also up for potential series are 
Dinosaur Planet, Dinosaurs For Hire (1 don’t know 
whether this is based on the Eternity comic series), a new 
Crusader Rabbit series, and a skit show called National 
Lampoon’s High School. 

Fox has passed on Wishkid, the recently-cancelled 
NBC series that stars the voice of Macaulay Culkin. Fox 
had planned a series called Yo! It’s the Cl 
Cheetah Show!, but Action ' 

Children’s Tele¬ 
vision managed to ' 
get the show 
dropped due to the 
FCC rulings regard¬ 
ing children’s TV 
hosts and advertis¬ 
ing. Chester Cheetah 


for Frito Lay’s com¬ 
mercials since 1986. 

The three animated 
shows about vegetables, 

Attack of the Killer 
Tomatoes , Little Shop of 
Horrors, and Bill & Ted’s 

all bitten the dust. Peter 
Pan and the Pirates is “on 
hiatus”, but the network has a 
soft spot for the show and is tal 



be shot at the Warner Brothers Roadshow stu- 
tralia. It tells of fugitives from the future who 

looking at a Darkman pilot from Sam Raimi 


Syndication & CaWe 

DIC is producing 13 half-hours of the animated Sgt. 

Rabuiman, NYPD, based on the Troma film about a 
w York cop who transforms into a super-pow- 
:d Kabuki actor and fights crime. 


If there’s any question, ye: 


Fox trail in January 1993, with sev- 

affiliate stations (though not at the 
Fox Network itself). Two one-hour 
genre shows are aimed at the late- 
night market on Fox stations: 

Rung Fu: The Legend Continues 
and Time Trax. 

Rung Fu: The Legend 
Continues will star comic book fan 
David Carradine (reprising his orig¬ 
in the art of self-defense. Though 
they had initially re-developed the 
Rung Fu concept, Pet Fly men 
Bilson and DeMeo aren't doing 
anything on this show. Twenty- 
two episodes have been committed 
so far, to be shot in Toronto, 
Canada's Chinatown district. 

Time Trax is a time-travel sci¬ 
ence fiction series, executive pro¬ 
duced by Gary Nardino and Star 
Trek's Harve Bennett. It’s also been 
committed for 22 episodes, but 


wy A4... 

“&>ir 

ching tt 
n the ott 

the fence, after The Flash failed - 
to zoom Into high ratings. This 
they've not only got star power, 
but star writers as well! Every Friday night this Fall, you 
can see Bob Newhart in Bob, produced by the Emmy-wlnnlng- 
producers of Cheers. Most of the Cheers writers are involved, as 
well as several Golden Girl writers, and comic scribe Mark Evanler. 
Bob Newhart plays Bob McKay, a Chicago comic book artist/writer 
who created a short-lived superhero named Mad Dog in the ’60s. 
Though the series only lasted for 12 issues, it was fondly remembered 
by ACE Comics' president, Mr. Terhorst (Michael Cumpsty), who 
wants to bring it back. Since Bob now works in greeting cards, 
Terhorst assigns the job to "graphic novelist' Harlan Stone (John 
Cygan), who wants to bring back Mad Dog as a violent and dark 
vigilante. Stone 's first act is to have Mad Dog slaughter his teen 
sidekick. Buddy, because "the purity of his quest doesn't allow 


After consulting with his wife Kaye (Carlene Watkins from The 
Tortellls ). who works at the Chicago Art Museum, and his daugh¬ 
ter Trisha (Cynthia Stevenson of The PlayerJ, Bob agrees to work 
with Stone to produce a new Mad Dog series for the '90s. Each 
of the 13 episodes already ordered will take place either at Bob's 
home or at the ACE Comics offices and "bullpen * (modelled after 
Marvel's bullpen). Comic art for the series is provided by past 
Innovation artist Paul Powers. 

Bob will air on Fridays at 9:30. following Golden Palace. Major 
Dad, and Designing Women. Industry insiders are betting the 
series will be a big hit, and enjoy a long run on CBS. Check out 


Dog. 
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DIC is also producing a set of animated Classics 
Illustrated cartoons, using artwork directly taken from 
original ‘50s comics! A digital scanner takes the comic 
artwork and transfers it into computer-generated moving 
images. Though the animation is limited, the computer 
enhancement apparently gives it a 3-D effect. Classics 
already on the scanning board include Moby Dick, 
Robinson Crusoe, and A Christmas Carol. DIC hasn’t 
said when or how the Classics Illustrated cartoons will be 
released. 

The Family Channel has renewed Prince Valiant for 
another 39 half-hour shows, bringing the total to 65. It’s 
a good bet that Valiant will be “stripped” (shown daily) 
starting in Fall 1993. 

Either Nickelodeon or USA Network will also air 
Jim Henson’sMuppet Babies this Fall, having stolen it 

Nickelodeon’s hot show Ren & Stimpy will become a 

The comic that’s burning up the newsstands, Zen, 
Intergalactic Ninja, will supposedly have a cartoon series 
(from Surge Licensing and Just Toys) and a toy line this 
year. I don’t know any more details yet, but I’ll let you 
know as soon as I find out 

This Fall you’ll be able to see six 30-minute animated 
specials of Lynn Johnston’s tremendous comic strip For 
Better Or For Worse. This is one of the best daily strips 
in the country, and the six specials will air on the Disney 

USA Network bought the rights to only 90 episodes of 
G.I. Joe, but all 130 episodes of The Real Ghostbusters 
(including Slimer!), for Fall airing. 

With Ted Turner’s buy-out of Hanna-Barbera late last 
year, it seemed only a matter of time before the media 
mogul brought out an all-animated channel. Turner has 
announced that The Cartoon Network, a 24-hour cable 
channel, will debut on October 1st. It’s expected that the 
service will be almost all Hanna-Barbera features. Maybe 
now we’ll see those old Fred and Barney Meet the Thing 
cartoons (anybody have copies of these?), as well as the 
early Fantastic Four shows. A surprise for Jonny Quest 
fans is in the works. Hanna-Barbera is working on a two- 
hour Quest telefilm, which is likely to show up on the 
cable channel during the opening weeks. 

If you want your cable companies to carry The 
Cartoon Network, start lobbying them now. Don’t wait, 
as a lot of cable channels are competing for a little space 
this year. Call and write to your cable carriers now and 
let them know which channels you want. 

The Mr. Bogus Show and Widget, two animated series 
on syndication, have received orders for a new season this 
Fall. Mr. Bogus gets 13 new episodes, with a plan to daily 
“strip” the show in 1993. 

Another new syndicated cartoon series will be Conan 
the Adventurer, featuring the adventures of a “kinder and 
gentler” teenage Conan. What? This show's already in 
progress from Claster and Sunbow, for 13 episodes. 

Also returning to the screen is that driver we all sang 
along with. Murakami Wolf Swenson (the Turtles pro¬ 
ducers) is updating Speed Racer for 13 new episodes in 

In development for animated series vet Animal House 


(Universal), The Mozart Club, Marvel’s Biker Mice From 
Mars, Spiff and Hercules, The Adventures ofT-Rex (with 
Surge Licensing) and the hideously titled Goo-Goo 
Gadget (Is this a baby version of Inspector Gadget?). 
Returning from cartoon yesteryear, Inspector Gadget 
(DIC) and Oswald Rabbit may both make comebacks. 

In live-action news, USA Network’s Swamp Thing is 
continuing slowly, even though all 50 episodes of the sec¬ 
ond season have been completed! Swamp Thing now airs 
Fridays 9:30-10 pm, and repeats Sunday at 4-4:30 pm. 
July will see several new episodes, including “Fear Itself’ 
(July 3), “Dead and Married,” guest-starring Miami Vice’s 
Phillip Michael Thomas (July 10), “The Powers of 
Darkness” with Jeremy Licht (July 17), “Special Request” 
(July 24), and “What Goes Around Comes Around," with 
Magnum PTs Larry Manetti (July 31). 

In August, Swamp Thing fans are in for a treat during 
44 Swamp Thing WeekY' with several new episodes and a 
few repeats. Tyne Daly {Cagney & Lacey) guest-stars in 
“Lesser of Two Evils,” as a woman who fights Arcane for 
control of the swamp (Aug. 4), while “Future Tense” 

(Aug. 5) finds a new love interest in the swamp. 

Swampy helps Arcane swallow “A Most Bitter Pill" (Aug. 
6), while “Changes” mean new powers for the marsh 
monster (Aug. 14), then he helps a lost Confederate sol¬ 
dier face his “Destiny” (Aug. 21). Finally, strange things 
start happening when “The Handyman” comes to visit 
(Aug. 28). 

Those wondering where the beauteous Kari Wuhrer 
went after a too-brief time on Swamp Thing can see her 
hosting a new fitness show this Fall, BodyStars. 

USA Network is planning an entire block of pro¬ 
gramming with “Sci-Friday." Swamp Thing and The 
Hitchhiker are two of the shows included. No others 
have been announced. However, USA will have no dearth 
of material; they recently bought the much-beleaguered 
Sci-Fi Channel. The 24-hour cable channel has been 
repeatedly delayed due to lack of funding. With USA’s 
backing, the Sci-Fi Channel will hit airwaves on 
September 24th, with its first film a broadcast of Star 
Wars. 

MCA/Universal and Paramount are involved with both 
USA and Sci-Fi, and some new projects may result from 
the mergers. Sci-Fi will air 12 original “World Premiere 
Films” per year, the first of which is Homewrecker, star¬ 
ring Robby Benson (the Beast in Beauty & the Beast) as a 
computer genius whose computer sets out to kill his 

Sci-Fi will have several new series, including: 
Haunted House Game Show, NASA Watch, Isaac 
Asimov’s Universe, Omni’s Star Watch, and The Comic 
Book Show. Repeat series that Sci-Fi will air include: 
Doctor Who, Flash Gordon, Buck Rogers, Amazing 
Stories, Incredible Hulk, Battlestar Galactica, Rod 
Serling’s Night Gallery, Probe, Otherworld, Night 
Stalker, My Secret Identity, Alfred Hitchcock Presents, 
Misfits Of Science, Darkroom, Gemini Man, Invisible 
Man, Suspense Theatre, Voyagers, Bionic Woman, 

Friday the 13th: The Series, Future Cop, The Immortal, 
The Magician, The Powers ofMatthew Star, War of the 
Worlds, and all 1,225 episodes of Dark Shadows! As with 
The Cartoon Network, now is the time to innundate your 
local cable operator to carry the Sci-Fi Channel. Start 
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of this writing, and Viacom isn’t hinting at its fate. It will 
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Plotted by David Michelinie and Bob Layton, Scripted by David Michelinie, 
Penciled by David Lapham, Inked by Bob Layton, and Colored by David Chlystek 
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Not everyone can 
be the best 


I t takes a lot of hard work, a lot of long 
hours, and a commitment that 
endures. At Westfield Comics we've 
been working hard to be the best for over 
10 years. And it shows. 

The small family business that started 
in the basement of a house on Westfield 
Road has grown into the most successful 
comic subscription service in the country, 
all the while maintaining the same out¬ 
standing personalized service and quality 
that continue to set it apart from the rest. 
For the thousands of collectors who sub¬ 
scribe to Westfield Comics, the cozy 
little house has come to symbolize the 
very best in comic collecting. 

Our order form offers collectors the rare 
opportunity to only order and pay for what 
they want on a month-to-month basis - no 


The Westfield Newsletter is sent to our 
subscribers every month, filled with an 
enormous amount of in-depth information 
on current comic titles, great collecting 
tips, interesting feature articles and plenty 
of artwork. 

And if there ever is a question or prob¬ 
lem, collectors know that they can count 
on our Customer Service Department to 
attend to their collecting needs quickly, 
efficiently, and courteously. 

So, come on over to our house. It's true 
that not everyone can be the best. But 
then again, we're not everyone. 

W /estheld 

y y comics 

Available in finer mailboxes everywhere. 


standing draws or "bank accounts." 

8608 University Green P.O. Box 470 Middleton, WI 53562 (608) 836-1945 










WIZARDS 

UEALNV 

A look Into the world of role-playing games with Doris Schwartz 
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Jason Christensen 


Cedar Rapids, IA Age: 27 

All you need to do to enter Wizard's Amazing 
Art Contest is send your artwork with your 
name, address, telephone number and age to: 

Amazing Artists 
Wizard Press 
P.O. Box 648 
Nanuet, NY 10954-0648 
Submissions can be on any form of un-lined 
paper or posterboard, and can be in any medi¬ 
um (oils, crayon, line art, etc). Neon or metallic 
inks will not print. Artwork must not be larger 
than 8" x 11 1/4V Do not fold, bend or roll art- 
work-ma/7 them fiat to avoid damage. All sub¬ 
missions are non-returnable and become prop¬ 
erty of Wizard Press. Send yours today! 


WOW. We've received so many great 

pieces of fan artwork that we couldn't 
possibly choose one winner each 
month. From now on, Wizard will show 
as many great covers as we possibly 
can on these pages for the rest of the 
world to see, and the best will be shown 
to Valiant Comics for review! Who 
knows? One of our participants has 
already been contacted by a comic 
company looking for artists. You could 
be next! 




Scott Rosenthal 

Flemington, NJ Age: 17 
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Stan Tanaka 

Chicago, IL Age: 16 


>seph S. Pavone 

Rochester, NY Age: 24 


PREVIEWS 



Lau 


Adrian Scott 

Murray, KY 
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Bernard Danovich 

Livingston, NJ Age: 16 


Juan Alcantara 

Miami, FL Age: 33 



Erik A. Enervold 

Morris, IL Age: 21 



James Widmark 

Omaha, NE Age: 21 
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Jason Meek 

Tulsa, OK Age: 16 


Mark Counts & Mike King 

HD Ifolen UIA 


Rainier, OR 




Phoukham Sackda 

Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada 


Chris Battle 

Santa Monica, CA 














Men’s Art Thibert Interviewed 
Cyberforce toiling Cord by Marc Silmtri 
Hollywood Heroes Brutes & Babes 


PUIS, the Latest Ms on all 
your favorite titles! 

Issue 14 





Other loreign subscriptions: $45.95 
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Anybody else out there miss Marvel Team-Up ? I know, it 
was a pretty stupid title, and that the stories were con¬ 
trived. The villains and heroes used were laughable, but 
it was still pretty cool to see your favorite superdudes lock 
horns every month. Ah well. As for why this little mag is 
spotlighted this month in the Comic Watch, it’s the first 
American appearance of that tea-drinking leader of Excal- 
ibur, Captain Britain! Though he had appeared in British 
comics much earlier than his American debut, his main¬ 
stream Marvel premiere is found right here in the pages 
of MTU #65. For a character who is so deeply etched in 
Marvel history, let alone a leader of a mutant superhero 
team, this is one gem of a book. For those of you who 
keep looking at the cover and saying “cooL.but where’s 
Captain Britain?”, search no further. The blonde-haired 
dude with the glowing q-tip is the good captain, in the 
days before he became a British version of Superman. 
Not convinced to buy the book yet? Okay, try this on for 
size. Not only is this the first appearance of Captain Britain, 
also making his debut in this ancient (...well, it is 14 years 
old...) title is none other than the king of the assassins, the 
most lethal villain in comics... Arcade!! Okay, Okay, he’s 
a geek with a bow tie, but I had to give it a shot. 












Who's that shooting all the foliage on the cover of this 
Daredevil If you guessed the publisher, get lost. If you took 
the two seconds to read the cover copy, you’d know it 
was Shotgun, the dude who just recently blew up every¬ 
thing in the pages of Punisher War Zone. If you’re think¬ 
ing “So? Who cares?” AH-HA! Think again. Shotgun 
debuted in Daredevil back when Hornhead’s mag was in 
a bit of a slump, so there aren't six million copies floating 
around. His recent appearances in the super-hot Punisher 
War Zone title have really given him a boost in the popu¬ 
larity polls. And to put the icing on this paramilitary cake, 
the Shotgun meister-general is scheduled to receive his 
own monthly title in early 1993! With the staggering suc¬ 
cess of such “Big Guns” characters as Punisher, Spirits 
of Vengeance, Ghost Rider and Deaths Head, you can be 
pretty sure that our good buddy Shotgun is going to join 
the ranks of Marvel’s explosive heavy hitters. So what are 
you waiting for? He may not become super-hot for about 
six to eight months, but now’s the time to look for this 
key book. Remember, you snooze, you lose. 
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THE INSIDE SCOOP ON THE WORLD OF COMICS 

Whilce Portacio Comes To Image Comics Press 

WetWorks Scheduled For Halloween Release 

fans as thinker for Art Adamson Longthol. Sinra thenjie's 



nerab'le warriors of steel' UnfortunateFy, this mission will 


Brandon Choi; Portae® said. Choi co-created WetWo'rks 
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AUGUST 


Todd Loren, Publisher of 
Revolutionary Comics, 
Found Dead 



Lee On Tour 




Aves.), New York (212-268-7008 for info). 
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THE BRAT PACK 

Welcome to the Brat Pack, where every month The Wizard talks with three young teenagers, Adam Kama, Mike Cecchini 
and Phil Colligan. Here we hope to find out what the younger kids, the heart of the comic-reading world, think of the current 
trends, and consider why some books make it and others don't. 


WIZARD: Let’s go over the 
question most frequently 
asked by collectors: who’s 
your favorite hero and why? 
Mike: I’d go with The 
Flash, with Superman a 
close second. 

WIZARD: Why Flash? 

Mike: He has the coolest 
costume of all time, and his 
super speed power isn’t 
completely impossible. 
Maybe I like him because 
I’m on Freshman track. My 
mile time is 5:23. 

WIZARD: Phil, how about 
you? 

Phil: Spider-Man or 
Batman. You can relate to 
them because they’re 
human. They’re really great 
characters. 

Adam: It’s a toughie. A 
cross between Sting [of 
Harbinger] and Iceman. 
WIZARD: Pretty interesting 
choices. 

Adam: Well, Sting could 
just blow you away; that’s 
cool. Iceman I’ve always 
liked since I saw him on the 
"Spider-Man and his 
Amazing Friends" cartoon. 
Mike: Oh, he was so lame 
on that show. 

Adam: Well, my two are 
real human characters. 
WIZARD: What do you 
guys think about the 
majority of the “hot” heroes 
being slightly bent? Think 
it’s a bad thing that so many 
kids worship these 
murderous characters? 

Phil: Kids like to read 
comics, but they’re not 


going to read a Punisher 
and then blow away a 
bunch of drug dealers. 

Mike: I agree to a certain 
degree. I know I wouldn’t 
go and blow away someone 
after reading a Punisher. If 
someone were to go and off 
someone because they just 
read a Punisher, they were 
screwed in the head to 
begin with. 

WIZARD: Does any 
company have better role 
models? 

Phil: At face value DC, but 
even characters like the 
Punisher have morals, you 
just have to see them. 

Mike: Spidey’s a good role 
model. He has the most 
believable personality of 
any superhero ever created. 
Batman just doesn’t click, 
Robin is sorta close... 
Nightcrawler is really good. 
He’s a really different 
mutant, so he has to work 
through racism, and he 
keeps his sense of humor. 
He’s not a dark, twisted 
psycho. 

WIZARD: So what 
company do you think 
works the hardest for good 
role models? 

Mike: Valiant. From what I 
can tell, Solar, Archer & 
Armstrong, whatever, they 
all are good role models. 
Adam: No.- 
Mike: Yeah..they’re all 
believable and they’re all 
good people. EvenX-O. 
WIZARD: Think any 
company should be 


criticized for what they 
print? 

Mike: Marvel, and 
sometimes DC. 

WIZARD: If you mean 
mean books like Punisher 
or Lobo, those are the 
books that sell the best in 
today’s market. 

Mike: That bugs me. 

Phil: If someone doesn’t 
like a book: don't read it. I 
see no problems with 
characters like Wolverine or 
whatever. These guys 

WIZARD: Adam, before we 
started this month’s Brat 
Pack talk, you were telling 
me about a problem you 
had in study hall with a 
bully. If you could relive that 
moment, having the abilities 
of say, Punisher or Super¬ 
man to handle the situation 
in their respective styles, 
who would you choose? 
Adam: Punisher. No doubt. 
WIZARD: Mike? 

Mike: Superman. 

WIZARD: Any particular 
reason? 

Mike: Absolutely. I’d 
humiliate him. I’d give him a 
poke in the head, knock him 
across the room, and have 
the undying admiration of 
every girl in school. 
WIZARD: Phil? 

Phil: Punisher. Definitely. 
WIZARD: Why? 

Phil: I’d just take care of 
him. 

WIZARD: Interesting 
responses, should raise a 
couple of eyebrows. 
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JUMBLE 


1. DRELAEVID 

2. TAMNAB 

3. MANNOIR 

4. TEDRAROP 


5. CROSTICRONT 9. HEDAT 

6. DHUNK 10. STAGACLUT 

7. HARMAK 11.KROJE 

8. LOOB 12. SAQARU 
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LARCH 



1) Alf 14) Fly 

2) Asp 15)Gareb 

3) Boom Boom 16)Gnort 

4) Cage 17) Gorn 

5) Captain Marvel 18) Hicks 


6) Celestial 

7) Defenders 

8) Dracula 

9) Drake 

10) Ego 

11) Ewok 

12) Feral 

13) Fixer 


19) Hoth 

20) Hudson 

21) Klaw 

22) Kronos 

23) Lee 

24) Living Laser 

25) Luna 

26) Lupo 


27) Masters of Evil 

40) Ulik 

28) Mojo 

41) Vapor 

29) Nuklo 

42) Vector 

30) Pantha 

43) Venom 

31) Psiborgs 

44) Vertigo 

32)Rage 

45) Wong 

33) Set 

46) Woodgod 

34) Slug 

47) Xemnu 

35) Star Destroyer 

48) Yellow Claw 

36) Super Skrull 

49) Yukio 

37) Thor 

50) Zorro 

38) Tribble 

51) Zot 

39) Tyger Tiger 
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12) The parents of Archer from Archer & 
Armstrong were: 

A) Crooked FBI agents/Murderers 

B) Tax evaders/Murderera 

C) Bank Robbers/Kidnappers 

D) Child Molesters/Murderers 

13) Who’s that kid with the Oreo cookie? 

A) Florence Henders 

B) William Frpwley 

C) J’onn J'onzz 

ves an Oreo 



22) The Jack of Hearts is 
what group of aliens? 

A) Thanagarians 

B) Contraxiahs 

C) Khunds 

D) Coneheads 


24) Gilgamesh is also known as... 

A) Hercules 

B) The Forgotten One 

1 -(of the Argonauts) 


for yelling “C 

A) Tfior' ^ ■ 

B) Red SoniajiiL.«^»j 


18) The Sandman is better 

A) Morpheus 

B) Wesley Dodds 

C) William Baker 

D) AH of the above 


A) Green Lantern 

B) Captain Atom / , 

C) Elongated Man 

D) Metamorpho jP ■ * * 

20) Which of the following characters di 
Adamantium at one time? 

A) Thor 

B) Wonder Man 


21) Just about every woman in comics is 
beautiful model because: 

A) Most comic artists are guys 

B) That’s how it is in real life 


Responsible for the death of Serpent 
iety’s member Sidewinder: 


A) Cloak & DaggeP 

B) Jerry & Mick Jagger 

C) that Viking Hagar 

D) Rob, the grocery store bagger 

28) Which of the following characters ht 


A) Crossbones 
y B) Anaconda 
j? C) Bullseye 
I' D) Armadillo 

29) Blaastar is from: 

i A) The New Universe 

B) The Negative Zone 

C) The Blue Area of the Moon 

D) The Microverse 

30) Which of the following characters is not a 
member of WildC.A.T.s? 

a A) Photon 
B) Zealot 
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There is a very new and 

fad that has entered 
narket as of late that 
would like to talk about, 
are of 

G-Men, and 
pornography. People have 
gone even so far as to 
release pornographic 
hologram cards. 

The murderer cards are 
very interesting 
reading, but do we 
really need these criminals on 
their own cards? There seems 
to be a fascination with such 
criminals as Jeffrey Dahmer, 
Charles Manson, David 
Berkowitz, etc. 

People want to know how 
these people think, act, and 
commit their crimes, and these 
sets offer all that information at 
a reasonable price, which is 
what makes them popular. 
There has always been a 
fascination with 


translated into 
entertainment 
dollars. Some of 
the most popular 
movies of all time 
are Mafia movies 
(The Godfather 


series, Goodfellas, 
Untouchables, Scarface). 
Again, these cards offer 
information on such notables 
as Al Capone, “Machine Gun" 
Kelley, and “Pretty Boy” Floyd. 
There is an aura surrounding 
these Mafia men that make 
their cards an interesting set. 

The pornographic sets are 
different, much different from 
anything that's been seen. It all 
started when a set entitled 
‘Thee Dolls" was printed. It 
contained nude women in all 
kinds of poses from scuba¬ 
diving to oil painting. The 
packs offered interesting stats 
ranging from hobbies to the 
womens' measurements. This 
set was so popular that more 
companies jumped on the 
bandwagon. Now there are 
about four or five sets of this 
nature. You must be 18 years 
of age or older to purchase 
these sets; however, that’s 
never stopped anyone before. 

In other non-sports card 
news, the Man/el III cards are 
hot hot hot!!! These are flying 
off dealers’ shelves every¬ 
where and the colored holo¬ 
grams are extremely popular. 
The sales on DC cards have 
slowed down tremendously 
because of Marvel III cards 
and also due to the absence of 
Batman and its related 
characters. 






























.Tipbaji 


I've got good news and bad 
news. The bad news is that there 
will be no "big-deal contest" in this 
issue. Unfortunately, we're ironing 
out the details, and hopefully it'll 
be here in the next couple of 
issues. (Believe me, if we run this 
contest, it’ll blow you away!) The 
other bit of kinda bad news is that 
the expanded new part of this sec¬ 
tion Is also not in this issue. BUT - 
it will be seen in Wizard Special #1 
out this month! Check it out, 

‘cause people will be talking about 
it for a long time. 

The good news 
is that in this very 

answerii 


questions that took months of 
investigative reporting. NOW IT 
CAN BE TOLD! 

Question #1) What is the cre¬ 
ative process in making action fig¬ 
ures? 

If you’re a Wild Agent of 
Marvel, you already know the 
answer to this one. If you’re not, 

I'll give you the example Marvel 

gave involving 
‘ the new X- 
|Men/X-Force 
.figures. 
^'First, repre¬ 
sentatives 
from Toy Biz (the 
tanufacturer) and 
' met. Included 
. . Marvel's 
icensing people as 
well as X-editor, 
[Bob Harras (just 
r 'to make sure that 
'Warpath didn't 
jve cream pies as 
weapons). Both sides 
liked about which 



Jweapons they carried, 
[and what neat “fea- 
•es” were possible 
h modern technology. 
I, Marvel had free¬ 
-lance artists draw up 
r 'Marvel Universe-type draw¬ 
ings of all the characters 
1, and sent them to Toy Biz. 
, !, in turn, checked over 

everything and shipped the 
designs off to China, where the 
actual figures are put together. 

Question #2) Are there any 
plans for Valiant to license out 
their characters to a toy company? 
Joey Hughes of San Antonio, 


Texas asked me to pose this ques¬ 
tion to Jim Shooter, so I did. (Hey 
-1 aim to please, folks!) I had the 
sincere pleasure of talking to Mr. 
Shooter at a local convention, and 
he said that Valiant was sure think¬ 
ing about it. He added that he did 
not want to make the same mis¬ 
takes that Man/el made when they 
first started getting popular in the, 
60s. He said that Marvel used to 
let anybody have the license, 
which led to horrible looking mer¬ 
chandise. (For those of you who 
do not know this, many toy com¬ 
panies back then did not respect 
the costumes the heroes had, and 
messed around with them as they 
saw fit.) I told Mr. Shooter that 
many readers voted for Valiant 
characters in my “Top 10 most 
wanted” list, and he was pleased 
as punch to hear it, (and so was I, 
since I’m a huge Valiant fan). Oh, 
and before I forget, he said a friend 
of his made him a Magnus action 
figure. How about that! 

3) What are DC’s future plans 
for possible action figures? 

It seems even DC doesn’t 
know the answer to this one, 
because big ol’ Warner Brothers 
makes these decisions. DC did, 
however, tell me what they do 
know. Just when you thought 
you've seen enough Batman fig¬ 
ures, Kenner is coming out with a 
new toy line based on the Batman 
animated series due this fall. Also, 
there are only rumors on the next 
“big” project. Some DC people 
speculate it will be Superman and 
others think there will be a big 
push for Plastic Man. But they’re 
only rumors, folks. 



Guess what? We've got a winnah! The name is "Figures of Speech' submitted by Chad E. White of 
Dalton, GA. Congratulations, Chad, for winning a one year free subscription to Wizard! 
Remember, folks, to send you letters addressed to ‘Figures of Speech" now. On to your letters... 


Dear Mr. Cunningham: 

In issue #8's Toying Around, 
you have Ghost Rider listed as the 
#1 wish figure...and at the bottom 
of the page he’s ranting that he has 
no figure of himself. This is not so. 
There was a Ghost Rider figure 
released in the mid '70s...l know...l 
have it. The thing consists of a red 
plastic stunt cycle with a blazing 
skull decal on each side of the full 
tank, a solid rubber Ghost Rider 
body molded in blue, and a Johnny 
Blaze and Ghost Rider head. 

The unique thing about this 
was you could change him from 
Johnny Blaze to Ghost Rider by 
just switching heads! 

It's not the best figure in the 
world and it does look kinda 
cheap, but it is a Ghost Rider fig¬ 
ure and has been around for at 
least 15 years! 

Saugus, MA 


It’s in the talking stage right now. 
Perhaps later this year, if we're 
lucky. I'm still trying to squeeze 
in Star Trek lirst. 


Only time will tell, Charlo. A 
Havok figure was scheduled to be 
released with this year's X-Men 
batch, but was bumped because 
of his costume change. If the new 
X-Force figures do well, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if we saw 
an X-Factor series next year. 



Create Your Own 
Figure Dept. 


Thanks, Tom! If you want, send 
me a photo of it and I’ll print it! 


Dear Brian, 

I have been collecting Wizard 
since issue #8, and I must say, 
that I have been very happy with 
your column. However, to my 
knowledge you have not written an 
article and price guide for the most 
successful toy line of all time; the 
3-1/4” tall G.l. Joe action figures 
and accessories. I would love for 
you to do one or more articles on 
them! I'm sure the readers would 
love it. Keep up the good work! 

Your faithful, but greatly dis¬ 
turbed reader, 

Name withheld by request 
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The values for the toy figures 
in this section are for figures 
still encased in the factory 
blister packs. If a figure is out 
of the packaging, then the fig¬ 
ure is valued at 20% to 40% of 
the listed value, depending on 
condition and demand. 

MATTEL - 
SECRET WARS 

In 1984, Marvel Comics intro¬ 
duced the world to the first 
commercially sucessful maxi¬ 
series, the 'Secret Wars.' The 
twelve issue series starred 
Marvel's most marketable char¬ 
acters, which made it easy for 
Mattel to sell the "Secret Wars' 
action figure collection from 
1984 to 1986. 



BRAZILLIAN RELEASES 

A Brazilian toy company is 
manufacturing replica Secret 
Wars figures. Only six are 
known to exist. The card back¬ 
ings are larger with better art¬ 
work. 



Toy 

Figure 

News 



FALCON™ 

MattelSecrstWais 


KENNER - 
SUPER POWERS 


Two months after Marvel’s 
“Secret Wars" comic debuted, 
Jack Kirby jumpstarted DC's 
marketability with his “Super 
Powers" comic. This comic 
gave Kenner the vehicle to pro¬ 
duce action figures of DC’s 
most popular characters from 
1984 to 1986. 

Kenner produced three series 
of figures. The first included 
DC’s most visible characters; 
the second and third included 
many characters that were 
never produced as action fig¬ 
ures before; thus, creating a 
low production. First column 
are half-card prices. 

1st Series 
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PACIPA'S 
SOPER AMIGOS 

Released in 1989-90, these 
Super Amigos are exact repli¬ 
cas of Kenner's Super Powers. 
These are made by Pacipa, not 
Kenner. They lack the quality of 
the Kenners. The Riddler is the 
only figure that doesn't appear 
in the U.S. editions. Surpris¬ 
ingly, the Riddler is a repainted 
Green Lantern Figure, look at 
the ring finger. 



TOY BIZ-DC 

With the release of “Batman,” 
the Movie in 1989, Toy Biz 
unveiled it's own line of DC 
heroes. The first series includ¬ 
ed DC's “Big Three" heroes and 
their respective villains. The 
second series was berthed due 
to the immense popularity of 
the “Flash" television show in 
1990 and included the next 
wave of popular characters. 




TOY BIZ - 
MARVEL 

The Toy Biz “Marvel Super 
Heroes" line (1990-present) 
has been tremendously popu¬ 
lar. These figures are very well 
made and true to the look of 
their counterparts, much more 
so than their DC line. So far, 
there have been two series of 
figures made, and there is no 
let up in sight. The second 
series boasts Marvel’s overdue 
pro-duction of their highly pop¬ 
ular X-Men. 



KENNER - DARK KNIGHT 

Released late in “The Year of 
The Batman,” 1989, Kenner 
produced the latest of a line of 
brilliant figures- The Dark 
Knight Collection. Modeled 
much like their predecessors, 
the “Super Powers,” these 
"Dark Knight” figures are highly 
detailed and loaded with great 
features, as well as intricate 
weapons that work splendidly. 
Each figure is a different 
Batman with a costume and 
gadget that serves a certain 
function. Also available are two 
different Joker figures. 
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B. Flight Pack w/gold. 


Blast Shield Batman. 


MEGO- 

SUPERHEROES 

Mego, Officially the World’s 
Greatest Superheroes. With the 
loss of interest in the original 
“Gl Joe” and ‘‘Action Jackson” 
toy lines in the early 1970’s, 
Mego decided to take a shot 
doing superheroes. Their suc¬ 
cess can be summed up by 
saying they created the action 
figure of the 70’s. Never before 
has there been a larger array of 
characters from both Marvel 
and DC (although Toy Biz has 
the potential to top Mego). 
Standing at eight inches tall, 
these fully posable figures 
came with removable clothing, 
gloves, boots and their respec¬ 
tive weapons. 

The Teen Titan figures 
(Speedy, Kid Flash, Aqualad 
and Wonder Girl), however, 
stand at seven inches to give 
them a “teen” look. All of the 
dolls had joints at the elbows, 
knees, wrists and ankles with a 
pivoting head, arms, legs and 
waist. 

Unlike toy manufacturers of 
the past, Mego dolls were sur¬ 
prisingly exact in costume 
detail and hair color to their 
comic book counterparts. The 
Mego dolls in a box carton are 
considered to be worth slightly 
more that the plastic bubble 
container (or “card,” as they 
were more commonly known). 

At first, Mego issued their 
figures in individual boxes, but 
later switched to a cheaper 
plastic bubble on a card. Many 
collectors believe that with the 
exception of a few, the original 
boxed figures are basically 


Toy 

Figure 

News 



worth the same as the carded 
ones. Other collectors staunch¬ 
ly disagree and say that the 
prices, however slight, are dif¬ 
ferent with the boxed figures 
being worth more. We will list 
the prices of the carded figures 
that are drastically different 
from those in the box. 

Also, beware that a price 
could change by almost 100% 
depending on what region of 
the country you are in. Expect 
prices to be higher on the east 
and west coasts, and much 
lower in the mid-western 
states. 



Lizard. "ZZZ. ..150 to 200.00 
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Kenner's Star 
Wars Collection 


Does this collection actually 
need an introduction? Standing 
at sizes between 21/4" to 41/4" 
tall, these figures defined the 
modern action figure, nuff said. 

This price guide lists all fig¬ 
ures on the "Return of the Jedi" 
card, since all figures were 
used with that card. If a figure 
is on an original "Star Wars" 
card, multiply the price by three 
(3); if on an "Empire Strikes 
Back" card, multiply by two (2). 
Some figures were released 
with "Power of the Force” coins 
which increase the value about 
$20; a few were only released 
with the coin which are speci¬ 
fied by a (PofF) next to the 
names of those figures. Please 
note-all figures out of the box 
are 1/4 of the price. 

For your convenience, the 
figures will be broken down 
into their original sets. 
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I Artist: Jim Valentino 
Writer: Jim Valentino 



Release Date: August 



Cover Price: $1.95 


Tired of watching criminals parade in and 
out of the overworked, undermanned and 
overcrowded court system, Shadowhawk 
takes matters Into his own hands. Ok, I 
know what you’re thinking - "Oh man, not 
another Punisher wannabe...”, no, not all. 
The 'Hawk handles lawbreakers in a most 
unique way. Instead of apprehending 
criminals and handing them over to the 
cops, or even just toasting 'em, the 'Hawk 
sentences them to life imprisonment by 
breaking their spines, paralyzing them for 
I life. This ensures that they’ll never commit 


another crime ever again, and forces them 


to live out the rest of their lives 
remembering their past deeds, and 
knowing there's no hope of them ever 
going back to a normal life again. Pretty 
grim stuff. As an added incentive to buy 
this new title, Shadowhawk #1 contains 
one of the seven send-away coupons 
needed for the super hot Image Comics #0 
comic. Y'see, in every Image title shipping 
in August ( Shadowhawk#!, Cyberforce #1, 
Youngblood #0, Brigades, WILDCATS 
#2, Savage Dragon #3 and Spawn #4), 
there will be a coupon that you use to get 
I the aforementioned Image #0, which 
I contains all new stories by McFarlane, Jim 
I Lee, Liefeld, Larson, Silvestri and 
I Valentino! Now that’s a hot ticket! 





I Artist: John Romita Jr. 

■ Writer: Fabian Mcieza 

■ Release Date: August 4th 
I Cover Price: $2.50 

I This month marks the debut of the two-issue Cable | 

■ miniseries which should reveal a ton on Marvel's 

■ main mystery muchacho. It’s written by Fabian I 

■ Nicieza of X-Force and New Warriors fame, and I 
I drawn by John Romita Jr. of Punisher War Zone I 
I Fame. Each 48-page issue will reveal what caused the I 
I dissolution of the Wildpack (Cable's old team which I 
I consisted of Domino, Kane, Grizzly, Hammer and GW I 
I Bridge); what caused their intense hatred for Cable, I 
land why Kane, a.k.a. the New Weapon X, is still I 
I hunting Cable. All that, plus Cable is hot on the trail of | 
| the Mutant Liberation Front, which is connected t 

es of stolen goods, including certain artifacts that I 
I belong to the evil mutant Apocalypse. Cable's quest I 
I will lead him to a face-to- face confrontation with I 
I Stryfe, and will lead directly into this fall's mutant I 
I crossover, "The X-ecutioners Song”. Cool. 1 


■ Artist: Joe St. Pierre 

I Writer: Jim Shooter >£ 

I Release Date: August fch 

■ Cover Price: $2.25 XpC 

■ Check out this mega cool issue that bridges the 

■ gap from 1992 (where most of Valiant’s titles, 
I like Harbinger and Solar, take place) to the year 
14001, where Magnus Robot Fighter takes place. 
I Not only that, but this issue features the origin 
I of Rising Spirit, the hero who will be taking Rai’s 

■ place after the original’s death in the 

■ aforementioned Unity series. Featuring guest 

■ appearances by virtually every hero in the 
I Valiant Universe, this is one issue that just can't 

■ be beat. And if you can't get enough of the 
I Rising Spirit here, check out Eternal WarriorU. 

■ And for more nifty stuff to read, check out 

■ Harbinger #11 for a crossover with .... brace 

■ yourself, this is weird... Elfquest...duh da dub!!! 

■ That should prove to be Interesting. And for 

■ those of you who missed out on Solar #10 (that 

■ black-covered book), it’s available again this 
I month in a second printing. All very cool stuff, 

■ and gets the big thumbs up from the mighty 















Writer: Rob Liefeld 
Release Date: July 21st 
Cover Price: $3.50 


August certainly proves to be Image month as two 
new #1's see the light of day, and the mighty Rob 
Liefeld unleashes the origin of Youngblood and 
Shaft's first day on the job. This special origin issue 
predates the events in Youngblood #1, and is a must 
for all of Rob’s fans. And while we're talking about 
Youngblood, let's help dear up a little grey area with 
the fans. Originally slated for a three-issue 
miniseries, 'Blood has now been extended to a five- 
issue series (including #0), and issue #4 will now 
feature the glow-in-the-dark cover originally planned 
for #3, which is a spill-over story from #2, and 
who's on first, I Don’t Know, third base. Hommina 
hommina hommina. Now that that’s all cleared up, 
let’s move on to the redeemable coupon thing. In 
case you hadn't heard, every Image Comic released 
I in August will have a coupon, when combined with I 
the other six coupons, redeemable for a free copy of 
Image Comics #0. So grab your scissors and lick a 
stamp, there's gold in them thar comics! 


■ Artist: Marc Silvestri 
I Writer: Marc & Eric Silvestri 

■ Release Date: August 
I Cover Price: $1.95 

I Yay, more Image stuff! For those of you who thrilled to Marc 
I Silvestri's artwork in the pages of Wolverine, hold on to your 
I hats 'cause Marc's stuff on Cyberforce is gonna knock you on 
I your kiester. This premiere issue features the debut of a group of 
I bionically enhanced team of mutants created by the Cyber Data 
I Corporation for their own evil ambitions. Knowing that their 
I employers are corrupt and care only for their criminal needs, the 
I Cybers rebel from their self-styled ‘'masters” and form a team 

■ for good. With knowledge taken from C.D.C., they start a race 
I against their evil counterparts in a search for a ten-year-old 
I mutant child with the ability to locate other mutants. In this race 
I that holds mankind’s future in the balance, Cyberforce will 
I search the world over to make sure the good guys win. Each 

I issue of Cyberforce #1 comes with one of the seven cou- 

I redeemable for a copy of Image Comics to, the special 

I away issue available only through this one time offer. This looks 
m ine of the better Image titles, and is eagerly anticipated. 
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MORE PICKS 


Adv. ol Superman Annual #4 

DC Comics $2.50 

The Darkness Within—Superman's been 
Eclipsed, and it's up to Lobo to beat some 
sense into him. 


Amazing Spider-Man #367 

Marvel $1.25 

The suspense builds as Spidey fights the Red 
Skull and the Taskmaster. Also: Solo and an 
evil version of Spidey! 

Archer & Armstrong #2 

Valiant $2.50 

Ninja Nuns p2—When are two heroes 
investigate Eternal City, things will never be the 
same there again. Art by Barry Windsor-Smith. 



Darkhawk #20 

Marvel $1. 

Portals of Power pt 3—When Spider-Man 
Sleepwalker suddenly vanish, Darkhawk f; 
the Brotherhood of Evil Mutants alone! 

Dark Horse Comics #1 

Dark Horse $2.50 

Dark Horse’s new anthology series—including 
"Renegade" by Chris Claremont and Vince 
Giarrano. Also Robocop, Predator and Time 
Cop. 

The Darkstars #1 

DC Comics $1.75 

The Green Lantern Corps and L.E.G.I.O.N. now 
have help in their struggle against evil—the 
Darkstars! Art by Larry Stroman. 



Avengers West #87 

Marvel $1.25 

When the AWC fall under the 
attack of a band of ex-Soviets in 
Alaska, Wolverine answers their 
call for help! 

Batman Annual #16 

DC Comics $2.50 

The Darkness Within—In order to 
stop the Eclipsed Joker, Batman 
must become Eclipsed himself! 

Batman: Night Cries 

DC Comics $24.95 

Batman and Commissioner 
Gordon must stop a killer whose 
set his sights on child abusers in 
this graphic novel. 


Deathstroke #15 

DC Comics $1.75 

Total Chaos pt 4 of 9—With 
Slade in critical condition, his 
only hope lies in his long-lost 
love, Princess Sweet Lili. 

The Demon #28 

DC Comics $1.75 

Political Asylum p3 of 4—When 
presidential candidate Etrigan is 
almost assassinated, he falls 
under Superman's watchful eye. 

Eclipso: The Darkness 
Within #2 

DC Comics $2.50 

Eclipso calls his Eclipsed heroes 
to the moon to rally against Vril 
Dox's and Hawkman's offensive 



in this hero-vs-hero smash-finale. 



Brigade 


Cage 


Eternal Warrior #4 

Dark Horse $2.25 

Gilad crashes into the headquarters of The 
One Great Enemy. Guest starring Rising Spirit, 
soon to get his own book. 

Excalibur #55 

Marvel $1.75 

Excalibur moves into Braddock Manor, but 
things get weird when Psylocke and Jamie 
Braddock come to visit. 

Ghost Rider #30 

Marvel $1.75 

As Dan Ketch slips closer to death, he drags 
Ghost Rider into Nightmare's realm. Also, 
more on Ghost Rider's origin! 


Iiss 







MORE PICKS 


Green Lantern: Mosaic #5 

DC Comics $1.25 

fal Jordan visits Oa, he accidentally hurts 
lewart's fragile mind. 

Grendel: War Child #1 

Dark Horse $2.50 

Grendel returns in this tale of the kidnapping of 


$2.50 


Harbinger #11 

Valiant 

The conclusion to the Ha 
HAR.D.Corps battle, and an Elfquest crossover 
(yes, Elfquest). 



Magnus: Robot Fighter # 

Valiant $2-25 1 

i-7 plots to usurp Tekla to liberate the robots 
if North Am. Also: Mekman returns and Elzy 
is Willow, round two! 


Morbius #2 

; Morbius contin 
s vampirism, 


New Titans #91 

DC Comics 1 

Total Chaos pt 5 of 9—Phantasm returns just 
in time to see Lord Chaos blow Troia to bits! 


Infinity War #5 

Marvel $2.50 

Magus finally has the Infinity 


Justice League 
America #67 
DC Comics $1.25 

The mystery of the Bloodwynd 
is revealed as an alien 
spacecraft arrives. 

Justice League 
Europe Annual #3 
DC Comics $2.50 

The Darkness Within: The 
Eclipsed Power Girl, Green 
Lantern and Flash organize to destroy the JLE! 

Legends of the Dark Knight #38 

DC Comics $1.75 

It's true, the Bat-Mite returns in this real story— 
not an imagination, not a hoax—it's really " 

Bat-Mite. 

L.E.G.I.O.N. ‘92 #46 

DC Comics $1.50 

While Lobo and Hal Jordan manage 24 million 
homeless aliens, Vrll Dox looks after the 
possessed Captain Comet. 



New Warriors #28 
Marvel $1.25 

Introducing the villainy of Cardinal, 
and the debut of Turbo. Is she 


Night Thrasher #1 

Marvel $2 

Chord's kidnapping triggers Night 
Thrasher's worldwide quest to find 
him, and answers to the questions 
about his own past. 

Nomad #4 

Marvel $1.75 

Dead Man’s Hand p8—Nomad 
fights the Slug. Guest starr'" 
Punisher and Daredevil. 



Lobo: Infanticide #1 

DC Comics $1.50 

When Lobo's bastard offspring organize to frag 
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Punisher War Zone #8 

Marvel $1.75 

The team-up between Punisher and a female 
cop continues as they search for a rapist in 
Central Park. 

Robocop vs Terminator #4 

Dark Horse $2.50 

Stranded in the future, Robocop launches a 
full-scale attack on the forces of Skynet! By 
Frank Miller and Walt Simonson. 

Savage Dragon #3 

Image $1.95 

Savage Dragon vs Bedrock of Youngblood! 








MORE PICKS 


Shadowman #7 


Shadow of the Bat #5 

I DC Comics $1.50 

I When a recovered drug addict tries to help his 
I girlfriend kick the habit, Batman must decide 
I between justice and the law! 

Silver Sable #5 

| Marvel $1.25 

Sable finds herselt fighting Dr. Doom's 
I doppelganger and the Doombots! 



Uncanny X-Men #293 

Marvel $1.25 

Callisto and Mikhail return to lead the Morlocks 
as the secret of Archangel's wings is revealed. 

Warlock & The Infinity Watch #9 

Marvel $1.75 

Galactus sends Gamora into Eternity to awake 
him from the trance Magus placed him in! 

Web of Spider-Man #93 

Marvel $1.25 

Moon Knight guest-stars in the beginning of 
this whole new adventure featuring the villainy 
of Jason Macendale, a.k.a. the Hobgoblin! 


Solar, Man of the Atom #15 

| Valiant $2.25 r ..M 

's battle against Bender When the Daemonites get close 


Spawn #4 

je $1.95 

I focused on the homeless, as he 
g is forced to choose how to best 


Spirits of 
Vengeance #3 

III Marvel $1.75 

Ghost Rider and Blaze are hot 
te trail of one of Lilith's 
| servants in this Midnight Sons 


be-in. 

ar Wars: Dark Empire #5 

torse $2.95 

__iia is captured by the Emperor, she 

I learns that he not only has Luke Skywalker 
I under the Dark Side’s power, but he's using the 
| Jedi HolocronI 

Superman, Man of Steel #16 

I DC Comics $1.25 

I Crisis at hand pi of 2— Despite Superman's 
' ‘ mention, a case of wife-beating continues 
lis apartment building. 

Terror Inc. #4 

I Marvel $1.75 

| Terror and his new ally, Hellfire, must 

le evil Barbatos and-" 

I mysterious past! 


Wolverine #62 

Marvel $1.75 

This issue explores Sabretooth's 
relationship with Wolverine, 
Jubilee's devastating secret, and 
the mysterious Maverick. 

X-Factor #83 

Marvel $1.25 

When X-Factor and X-Force both 
arrive in Genosha to meet the, 
they fight each other! 




X-Force #15 

Marvel $1.25 ■ 

When Cable leaves the X-Force, the team must ■ 


X-Men #13 

Marvel $1.25 1 

Professor Xavier stands alt 
the man who knows his father's identity. 
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WildC.A.T.s #1 
Spider-Man #26 
Brigade #1 

Spawn #3 
Morbius #1 

Uncanny X-Men #292 
X-Force #14 
Infinity War #4 
Spirits of Vengeance #1 
Ghost Rider #29 
Amazing Spider-Man #366 
Wolverine #60 
Wolverine #61 
Savage Dragon #2 
X-Factor #82 
Lobo: Blazing 
Chain of Love #1 
Lobo’s Back #3 
Lobo's Back #4 
Warlock & 

The Infinity Watch #8 
Punisher War Zone #7 
Incredible Hulk #397 
New Warriors #27 
Silver Sable #4 
Captain America #407 
Robin Annual #1 
Silver Surfer #72 
Guardians of the 
Galaxy #28 
Silver Surier #71 
Fantastic Four #368 
Punisher #70 


Robocop vs Terminator #3 
Legends of the 
Dark Knight #37 


35 Marvel Comics 
Presents #111 

36 Marvel Comics 
Presents #110 

37 Captain America #406 

38 Captain America #407 

39 Web of Spider-Man #92 

40 Spectacular 
Spider-Man #192 

41 Cage #6 

42 New Warriors Annual #2 

43 Tekworld #1 

44 Excalibur #54 

45 Darkhawk #19 

46 Punisher War Journal #46 

47 Alpha Flight #112 

48 Quasar #38 

49 Batman #484 

50 Doctor Strange #45 

51 Team Titans #1 (Terra) 

52 Daredevil #308 

53 Next Men #6 

54 Team Titans #1 
(Nightrider) 

55 Team Titans t 

56 Team Titans* 

57 Team Titans t 

58 Batman Gallery #1 

59 Wonder Woman #13 

60 Detective Comics #650 

61 Detective Comics #649 

62 Thor #451 

63 Deathlok #15 

64 Alien 3 Movie #2 

65 Moon Knight #42 

66 Alien 3 Movie #3 

67 Fantastic Four Annual #25 

68 Deathstroke #14 


fl (Mirage) 
t1 (Redwing) 
H (Killowat) 


69 Thor Annual #17 

70 Avengers Annual #21 

71 Captain America 
Annual #11 

72 Avengers #352 

73 Avengers #353 

74 Namor #30 

75 Digitek #1 

76 New Titans #90 

77 Deathstroke Annual #1 

78 Iron Man #284 

79 New Titans Annual #8 

80 Avengers West Coast #86 

81 Warheads #4 

82 Sandman #41 

83 What If? #41 

84 Harbinger #10 

85 Green Lantern #28 

86 Green Lantern #29 

87 Heckler #1 

88 Justice League 
Europe #42 

89 Archer & Armstrong #3 

90 Justice League 
America #66 

91 Superman #71 

92 Green Lantern: Mosaic #4 

93 L.E.G.I.O.N. -92 Annual #3 

94 Guy Gardner: Reborn #3 

95 Superman: 

Man of Steel #15 

96 Eternal Warrior #3 

97 Sleepwalker #16 

98 Action Comics #681 

99 Adv. of Superman #494 

100 Justice Society of 
America #2 


Who's In the TOP 100? GRAPHIC NOVELS & TPBs 


Marvel 
DC Comics 
Valiant 
Dark Horse 
Image 


Marvel Universe Master Edition #22 
! Cable TPB 
! Sandman: Season of Mists SC 
I Sandman: Season of Mists HC 
> Cart Barks Library Album #7 
i Carl Barks Lib. of Uncle Scrooge One Pagers 
' Wolverine: Rahne of Terra (reprint) 
i Terminator: Enemy Within collection 
) Spider-Man: Torment TPB (reprint) 

10 Vampirella: Transcending Time & Space 
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This Month’s Number 



Comic book collectors place a great wisely. #1 issues have been known to 
deal of importance on the #1 issues, appreciate considerably when a series 
Since it’s tricky to determine whether becomes very popular. Here we have 
a book will succeed, you have to compiled for you all the #1 issues 
choose your comics very carefully and shipping for August Happy Hunting! 



Fish Police HI Nexus The Liberator »1 Superman Special»1 

from Marvel from DarK Horse from DC Comics 


Adolescent Radio- Dr. Radium: Man of Mr. Monster 

active Black Belt Science #1 Slave Labor Attacks #1 Tundra 

Hamsters Color Dracula: The Suicide Nexus the 

Classics #1 Parody Club #1 Adventure Liberator #1 Dark Horse 

Avenue X#1 Innovation Ehlissa#1 Highland Night 

Batman: Sword of Elf Wars #1 Comax Thrasher #1 Marvel 

Azrael #1 DC Comics Elfquest: Omega Force #1 All Star 

Battron #1 New England New Blood Summer Onyx 
Big Numbers Special #1 Warp Overlord #1 Marvel 

Print #1 Tundra Felix the Cat Protectors #1 Malibu 

Cable #1 Marvel & Friends #1 Felix Ratman #1 Comico 

Classic Felix #1 Felix Fish Police #1 Marvel Sgt. Rock 

Classic Star Frostbiter#1 Caliber Special #1 DC Comics 

Wars #1 Dark Horse Godzilla Color ShadowhawkfM Image 

Completely Bad Special #1 Dark Horse Superman 

Boys #1 Fantagraphics Grendel: War Special #1 DC Comics 

Cud #1 Fantagraphics Child #1 Dark Horse Tarzan: Love, Lies & 
Cyberforce #1 Image Guy The Lost City #1 Malibu 

Dark Horse Gardner #1 DC Comics Two-Fisted 

Comics #1 Dark Horse Kllroy Is Here #1 Caliber Tales #1 EC Comics 

Darkhold #1 Marvel Lobo: Infanticide #1 DC Vault of 

Darkstars #1 DC Comics Maximortal #1 Tundra Horror #1 EC Comics 

Deadworld: To Kill Metropol A.D. #1 Marvel Weird 
A King #1 Caliber Moon Knight Fantasy #1 EC Comics 

Desperadoes #1 Tundra Special #1 Marvel 
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T0WO 

We keep a very close watch on all the hottest books trading hands throughout the country. 
Here we have listed for you the to most commonly sold and demanded comics. 


Harbinger #1 

Artist: Dave Lapham 
Writer: Jim Shooter 

Harbinger# 1 continues it’s reign as the hottest book in the country. It's one 
of the many fine books produced by the underdog of the comics industry, 
Valiant. For those of you unfamiliar with the storyline of Harbinger, which 
isn’t hard to imagine considering that the print mn on the first issue was under 
40,000 copies, here’s what it’s all about. There's a big company called the Harbinger 
Foundation; they specialize in studying those with superhuman powers, ev-" 
if they don’t want to be studied. A group of those unwilling to participate . _ 
young kids who escape from the company's evil clutches and attempt to lead 
a normal life. It’s really a cool book; we highly recommend it, if you have I 
enough bucks. 



Spawn #1 

Artist: Todd McFarlane 
Writer: Todd McFarlane 


changing in the industry? Perhaps. First, let's congratulate Todd on bringing 
the first Image book into the Top Ten and wish his fellow Image hombres! 
luck with their new titles. As for why this book is so hot, it’s simple. It’s McFar-1 
lane. The Toddmeister-General has one of the biggest fan followings in | 
comics, and his dramatic return after a year’s absence has really set the 
industry on fire. And let’s not forget about Spawn either. He’s a whole new 
type of superhero with endless potential, and he may even swim his way 
upstream to the number one spot. 
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* Image Press has plowed over most 
companies like lawnmower over a garden snake 
(now there’s a messy analogy) and they show no 
signs of slowing down. Quite the contrary, in fact. 
Aside from the blockbuster titles they already 
produce (Spawn, Cyberforce, Shadowhawk, 
WildC.A.T.s , Savage Dragon, Brigade, and 
Youngblood), the mighty Image Press guys have a 
few surprises up their sleeves. Their list of 
upcoming projects includes Whiles Portacio’s 
WetWorks, Rob Liefeld’s Supreme and a black 
and white anthology book entitled Darker Image, 
which will showcase the talents of various creators 
at Image. 

* To throw some fuel on Image’s already 
blazing popularity, the August issues of all their 
titles will contain a clip-out coupon, which 
combined with the other coupons, is redeemable 
for a copy of Image Comics #0, which is only 
available through this one-time offer and features 
the work of McFarlane, Lee, Silvestri, Valentino, 
and the other stars of Image. Sounds pretty cool, 
and it should help raise the price of any un-clipped 
Image books. 

* Dark Horse Comics continue to deliver the 
coolest “sequels” to some of the best movies ever 
made. Ever want to see what came after Return 
of the Jedi? Or John Carpenter’s The Thing? 
Check out Star Wars: The Dark Empire or The 



Malibu 3.90% 


Dollar Share of the Comic Book Market for 
June according to Capital City Distribution 


Thing From Another Wodd: Climate of Fear, - 

superb titles that do their screen predecessors 
justice. One of the hotter new projects for the big 
D.H. is putting out the Terminator vs. Robocop 
miniseries by Walt Simonson and Frank Miller. 
Though it experienced delays before it reached the 
public (a sure way to lose interest), expectations 
remain pretty high for this book. Also keep an eye 
out for the 12-issue Aliens vs. Predator series due 
out later this year. The only bad news is the less 
than spectacular Alien 3 at the box office. This 
poor follow-up to the previous two movies has not 
sparked any lasting fan reaction to Dark Horse's 
line of Alien books; their prices remain at normal 

★ DC Comics looks to be making a serious 
attempt at a comeback after slowly slipping down 
popularity charts over the past year or so. With 
the most recognizable characters in comics today, 
it seems ludicrous that they were content to take a 
back seat to other companies. Fan reaction to the 
release of Team Titans, the Titans spin-off, and 
the talk surrounding the Nightwing miniseries have 
both been positive, as has the new Shadow of the 
Bat title. One of the most popular characters in 
today’s violence-oriented market is Lobo, the king 
of disembowelment. With such sales successes 
as the Paramilitary Christmas Special and the 


Valiant 4.24% 



June according to Capital City Distribution 
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from the upcoming Frag Race 2000, Blazing Chain 
of Love, and Infanticide. If you’re looking for a 
more sophisticated read than Lobo or Spider-Man, 
check out DC's line of unequalled mature titles, 
which include Sandman, Shade, and Animal Man. 

★ If it’s a comic book you want to enjoy, rather 
than some silly chocolate-frosted cover or whatnot, 
the choice is simple — Valiant Comics. After 
struggling for a year to be accepted into the direct 
market, the Big V has done it in a way that’s quite 
unique in today’s comic world. They produced 
these books with the focus on the story and the 
art, and have built a strong core readership. But 
all the good news and praise doesn't end there. 
Not only are the Valiant books high quality 
entertainment, they’re also big-time collectibles. A 
quick look into the Wizard price guide and you’ll 
see that back issues of Valiant mean big bucks. 
With print runs that are smaller than the Atom’s 


belly button, their titles are the best books to buy 
when you consider future value. A couple of key 
Valiant books to keep an eye out for are the 
upcoming H.A.R.D. Corps Psy-Borgs title (making 
their first appearance in Harbinger #10, check it 
out!) and the soon to be released Rising Spirit, 
who makes his first appearance in the pages of 
Eternal Warrior. 

★ Marvel remains the top dog of the comics 
industry, but their back issue market has slowed, 
mainly for two reasons. First, their vast array of 
monthly titles seems to distract all the attention 
from back issue sales. Secondly, a great deal of 
the back issue market is now in a “get Valiant” 
mode, and other companies' older titles have fallen 
by the wayside. Don’t take this the wrong way — 
Marvel back issues are not dead, and far from it. 
It’s just that they are no longer the collectors’ and 
sole focus in today’s marketplace. 



SEPTEMBER 1992 101 

















Price 

guide 


About The Price Guide 


Compiled in the following Comic Book Price Guide is the most 
accurate listing for comic books available in the market today, For 
the most up to the minute values, we are constantly In touch with 
store owners and show dealers while Wizard '■scouts' are checking 


this guide are for comic books in Near Mint condition. Keep in mind 
that this is only a guide and prices may vary depending upon the 
location of the comic book dealer, availability of a title and its current 
popularity. All values are subject to change depending on market 
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have good art, and great storytelling. I 
think that they beat the crap out of 
anything that Marvel puts out. I’m not 
talking about sales, I'm talking about 
quality. Oh yeah, by the way, Cerebus 
and Hepcals are black-and-white 
comics. Just as good as color, folks. 

Mike, you say that independent 
comics have no history. Well, let me 
tell you, Cerebus is up to #157 and 
going strong. Keep them coming, 

Dave Sim. Phil, do you collect comics 
for the money, or for the love for 
them? Who cares if non-Marvel titles 
don't go up in value? Comics are 
meant to be read and enjoyed. I know I 
don’t plan on selling mine. 

As for Image, I hope those guys do 
really well. Marvel didn't make them 
hot artists, they made themselves hot 
artists. I'm sure that their writing skills 
will become more refined. Just give 
them time. 

So, in closing, open your eyes 
guys. Marvel isn’t everything. Power 
to the independents! 

JoeZuniga 
New Berlin, Wl 

Dear Wizards: 

You people are fools. I don't 
appreciate your false advertising (lies). 
In issue #9 of the Wfearrfyou said that 
there was going to be a bound in 
poster of Cable and Shaft. Well, it 
wasn't there. Instead, you had the 
worst poster of “Spidey". It was so 
bad, the color even went out of the 
lines! Where did you get this thing. 

Half of the reason I buy Wizard is for its 
great posters. The other half of this 
issue didn't make up for that thing you 
call a poster. I suggest an apology to 



Someone got out of the wrong 
side of the bed this morning. 
Relax Mark, let me explain. The 
decision to switch the intended 
Shaft/Cable to the 30th 
Anniversary Spider-Man poster 

supplied us with the poster, and 
we thought it was pretty cool. I, 
on behalf of Wizard, apologize if 
this upset you and hope you 
enjoy the cover/posters in 
Wizards #11-13. 


Ok, that about wraps it up. And 

1) Keep those "fabulous 

2) As an extra incentive to 
print your letter, send along a 
super hero trading card, but add 
you own word balloons to make 



Fabulous 

Letter Art 

Thanks for the terrific letter art. Every month our diehard fans 
vith talent to bum adorn their praise (or complaints), sometimes, 
we think, just to get a little extra attention. Guess what. It works. 
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